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sadness: "The gods of the mountains have lodged complaints
against me and the penalty will be death. I must beg the more
friendly deities to intercede for me, so that I may escape the
penalty." Then last month just as the moon began to wax, he
made a fire on the stone steps and burned all his books of wooden
tablets, and said with a sigh: "I have lived a thousand years but I
am without an heir. Now that I am about to have a son, I have to
die," He looked around at the women and wept bitterly for a long
while before he went on. "This mountain is quite inaccessible and
has never been visited by men. I have never seen any woodcutters
around but there are numerous tigers and wolves and other wild
beasts to keep them away. If anyone should come to do me harm,
it will be by the Will of Heaven."
Ho returned to his quarters with the women and the precious
things and sent back those women who could still remember where
their homes were. When his wife's time came, she gave birth to
a son who resembled his real father in appearance.4 Later Ho was
executed by Emperor Wu Ti of the Ch'en dynasty, but his good
friend Chiang Tsung, who had taken a liking to the boy because
of his surpassing wit, took him under his care. When the boy
reached manhood, he did indeed become famous for his literary
accomplishment and his calligraphy.
4 Ou-yang Hsiin was described as homely and apelike in appearance.